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Never Stop “Soughting”
A Helpful Suggestion for Step Eleven

Anonymous (Intergroup). Opinions expressed are the writers’ and publication of any
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s Anonymous, Interqroup, or Central Office. Quotations from AA books and pamphlets and the 12 Steps and 12
Traditions are reprinted with permission of AA World Services, Inc.

Tradition Eleven
Black and White, or are there Shades of Grey?
“Our public relations policy is based
on attraction rather than promotion;
we need always maintain personal anonymity at the level of Press, Radio and
Films.”
In the current climate of fearless self
and company promotion, that sounds
ancient and irrelevant! It’s neither.
Tradition Eleven & Public Relations Intergroup Reps were recently asked
to put up some general information
about AA around our community; in
places like churches, community centers, supermarket bulletin boards, etc.
Of course we needed to first obtain
permission from the venue. The general idea was to provide public service
information, including AA’s local intergroup office phone number. There was
some lively discussion around this request, as well as its potential for it to
be thought of as ‘promotional’. As I
see it in this tradition, we want people
to be attracted to AA. We aren’t dragging people off of barstools anymore
(we read how well that worked for
Bill!) So, is this ‘promoting AA and our
Program’ or is it providing valuable
information to people who may not be
aware of what we do?
The fliers headline is “If you want to
drink, that’s your business. If you want
to stop, we can help. Alcoholics Anonymous” The representative gave us
some history around the use of this
phrase which apparently goes back
more than 20 years and was approved
by AA’s NY General Service Board.
Personally, I think the message is great.
I’ve heard variations of the same
phrase around the rooms for years. In

travels to Canada, I’ve seen commercials on both network and cable TV
about AA. Of course, they used actors
in the roles of alcoholics. Apparently
the commercials are very successful in
getting the message about recovery to
people in remote areas. They are professional and informative.
Attraction not promotion – As our
co-founder, Bill W. wrote: “Public information takes many forms – the simple sign outside a meeting place that
says ‘A.A. meeting tonight’; listing in
local phone directories; distribution of
A.A. literature; and radio and television
shows using sophisticated media techniques. Whatever the form, it comes
down to ‘one drunk carrying the message to another drunk’, whether
through personal contact or through
the use of third parties and the media.”
From GSO Box 459, AA Guidelines Internet, 9/17
Attraction? Absolutely! As every newcomer gets to learn - ‘we are not a
glum lot’.
Tradition Eleven & Personal Anonymity - “Modern communication in
A.A. is flowing from one alcoholic to
another in ways that are high-tech,
relatively
open-ended and evolving quickly. Protecting anonymity is a major concern
for members, who are accessing the
internet in ever-growing numbers.”
Service material from the General Service Office - SM F-197
What this means to me is that since
things evolve rapidly in our society
today, we should be even more conscious of our personal anonymity, and

the anonymity of our fellows.
“When using digital media, A.A.
members are responsible for their own
anonymity and that of others. When we
post, text, or blog, we should assume
that we are publishing at the public level.
When we break our anonymity
in these forums, we may inadvertently

“When using digital media, A.A.
members are responsible for their
own anonymity and that of
others. When we
post, text, or blog, we should
assume that we are publishing at
the public level. When we break
our anonymity
in these forums, we may
inadvertently break the anonymity
of others.”

break the anonymity of others.” Pamphlet Understanding Anonymity, p.5
When it comes to our very robust
and healthy fellowship here in the Santa Clara Valley, I feel fortunate. Combined with a fairly well engaged membership we also have many events.

Some events are put on by AA Central Office and others put on by
groups. Regardless of the event or venue, we can easily get caught up in the
festivities and forget about Tradition
Eleven. This is especially true in the
area of photographs and social media.
We need to remember that we are
inside an AA event, and that many people don’t want to show up in the background of someone’s Facebook or Instagram posts. Not everyone is ‘out’ to
their families, friends and co-workers.
Although it’s illegal, someone I know
well was ‘outed’ in an AA photo and
then fired from their job. There has
been a great deal of progress made in
the area of education related to alcoholism and addiction; however some
parts of society remain ignorant. We
must be aware of them and never let
up in our quest for education about
this deadly disease.
Even if all we are doing is to carry
the message to newcomers that they
shouldn’t simply take out their phones
and snap pictures that should be
enough. Once the newcomers have a
foothold in AA we get to share with
them the principle of anonymity and its
spiritual significance.

- Anonymous
LOCAL EVENTS

November 11
November 17
November 22
November 22
November 22-23
December 1
December 7-9
February 1-3

Sponsorship a How to Discussion, 1pm, Los Gatos Rec Ctr., 208 E. Main St., Los Gatos
Sober & Free Gratitude Potluck Dinner, 6pm, Billy De Frank Center, 938 The Alameda, SJ
Thanksgiving Alco-Thon, Gilroy Fellowship, 6:30am - 9pm, 7511 Gourmet Alley, Gilroy
Thanksgiving Day Thank-A-Thon, Serenity First Fellowship, 9am - 9pm, 6th & Julian, San Jose
Thanksgiving Day and Day After, Cornerstone Alcathon, 6am - 6pm, 1600 Dell Ave., Campbell
8th Annual Tamale Party, 11am - 2pm, Central Office, 274 E. Hamilton Ave., Suite D, Campbell
26th Annual Spiritual Progress Group Retreat, St. Francis Retreat Center, San Juan Bautista
Symposium on A.A. History, El Retiro San Inigo, 300 Manresa Way, Los Altos

Digging for Gold:
Interviews with our Oldtimers
“Like a gaunt prospector, belt drawn in
over the last ounce of food, our pick struck
gold. Joy at our release from a lifetime of
frustration knew no bounds. Father feels he
has struck something better than gold. For a
time he may try to hug the new treasure to
himself. He may not see at once that he has
barely scratched a limitless lode which will pay
dividends only if he mines it for the rest of his
life and insists on giving away the entire
product.” ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS,
pp. 128-29
Whether we call our members, who have
numbered many years of sobriety, old-timers,
trusted servants, elder statesmen, or bleeding
deacons, these are the men and women who
hold the treasures of our fellowship! But the
treasure is not stored or hidden away; it is
given away.
In the tradition of passing it on, the
Archives committee has started a round table
meeting of oldtimers at Central Office,
numbering 4 or 5. The meeting will be 60 to
90 minutes, starting at 10:30 a.m. on the third

Thursdays, every other month. The date
and time may change to accommodate our
guests, but a delicious sandwich will always
be provided for lunch.
The sharing of experience, strength, and
hope is guided by topics: what were
meetings like, what was fellowship like,
who are those folks, since passed away,
whose life in the program changed YOUR
life? Speak to us of the Three Legacies of
recovery, service, and unity. The discussion
will be recorded with the written
permission of the participants.
All groups and individual A.A.’s in
Santa Clara County: search out your
oldtimers and invite them to accept our
invitation to give away their treasure! We
need full names and contact information.
Please call Central Office or pass the
information on to your Intergroup
Representative. Remember, “There’s
GOLD in them ‘thar hills!
- Marilyn H.
- Rose W.

Birthday Contribution

To Me
One of the most beautiful, appropriate
and fitting prayers for a recovering alcoholic, in my humble opinion is the Prayer of St.
Francis of Assisi.
It tells us in the 12 x 12 that although
this saint was not alcoholic...he did, like
us, go through the emotional ringer, and
that as he came out the other side of that
emotional experience...this prayer was his
expression of what he could then see,
wish, feel and become.
The first time I ever read it, was on the
wall of a meeting room and I could hardly
believe it! I was very taken by it, and I continued to read it every time I went to that
meeting room, learning at some point in
time, that it is in the 11th Step in the 12 x
12:
Lord, make me a channel of they peace,
That where there is hatred, I may bring
love,
That where there is wrong, I may bring
the spirit of forgiveness,
That where there is discord, I may bring
harmony,
That where there is error, I may bring
truth,
That where there is doubt, I may bring
faith,
That where there is despair, I may bring
hope,
That where there are shadows, I may
bring light,
That where there is sadness, I may bring

joy.
Lord, grant that I may seek to comfort,
rather than be comforted, to understand,
than to be understood, to love, than to be
loved.
For it is by self-forgetting that one finds.
It is by forgiving that one is forgiven. It is

...this

prayer was his

expression of
what he could then
see, wish, feel
and become.

by dying that one awakes to Eternal life.
Amen.
I savor every word of this prayer! I want
to be like this prayer and I will never, ever
stop trying to live my life, like this prayer. It
is absolutely perfect for what the 12th Step
calls us to do.
Thank you Bill Wilson for including The
Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi in Step 11!
- Danette G.

Are you in service on an AA committee?
We’d love to hear more about
Hospitals & Institutions,
General Service,
Bridging the Gap,
the Diverter, Outreach, Activities
the Twelve-Step Committee…
Consider taking the time to write for The COIN and tell other members about your
experience and encouraging them to get into service!

Step Eleven: Suggestions for Folks Not Inclined toward Prayer
Let me begin with a question. If you are
either not inclined toward organized religion or outright rebuff the “God thing,”
then how are you to feel about a Step that is
dedicated to prayer? This article is for you if
you cringe at the thought of having to take
a Step that implores you to seek “through
prayer and meditation to improve [y]our
conscious contact with God, as [you] understood Him, praying only for knowledge
for His will for [you] and the power to carry
that out.”
I was able to overcome any trepidation I
had at the concept of prayer two ways. First
of all, I recommend reading Page 86 of the
Big Book. Those pages state that you ought
to conduct a personal recap at the end of
each day and determine what you should do
differently going forward. It goes on to
implore you to consciously contemplate the
coming day when you wake up, thinking
hard about how you can do the right thing
versus follow your own selfish will. If you
are so inclined, consult with your God in
the process. However, even if you do not,
those are moments of self-examination that
will definitely bear fruit in your daily life.
The second way I overcame my apprehension about prayer was to practice a meditation technique I learned in my out-patient
program. It is called the “three-by-three.”
After reading this paragraph, give it a try. I
will literally describe the three Steps and
conduct them as I type the words below in
my home office.
1) Focus your vision intently on three
different sights, one at a time. See the blend
of colors, tones, and textures of each in
succession. I am looking first at the glare of
my desk lamp on the white paint of my
closet door, noting the paint strokes. From
there, I move to the deep orange of my
varsity letter from high school that I have
framed on the wall. Finally, I observe the
binding of my 12x12 on my desk; it is falling apart.

2) Then focus your hearing just as intently on three different sounds, one at a
time. Listen for pitch and immerse yourself
in pure background noise. I can hear a
distant plane overhead, fading. From there,
I hear my five-year-old talking to her dolls
– just a murmur that ebbs and flows. Finally, my office wall clock has a loud tick-tock
and I’ve never noticed that it has two distinct sounds as it ticks (or tocks).
3) Finally, make your body and skin
hyper-sensitive to feeling. My right arm is
off the edge of the desk and the desk cuts
ever-so-slightly into my elbow. My left foot
is half on the warm carpet and half the
chilly wood floor. My face is slightly
flushed after a day outside in the sun and
the wind.
Give it a try: sights times three; sounds
times three; touch times three.
This simple exercise has quite literally
changed my life. I use it at work, in traffic,
and at home. Returning to the Big Book,
the authors state at the bottom of page 87
that “as we go through the day we pause
when agitated or doubtful, and ask for the
right thought or action.” It is precisely at
that time that I break out the 3x3.
Let me return to the question from the
beginning of this article: How can you take
Step Eleven if you are skeptical and hesitant about organized religion? It is quite
easy. Reviewing your day and preparing for
the next day are logical and rational actions. Pushing a thorny issue out of the
way while you focus intently on sights,
sounds, and touch is bound to help you
relax in the face of stressful situations.
Worst case? There is exactly zero downside. Best case, you will have a more rewarding and fruitful life – one day at a
time.
- JD D.
Reprinted from The Coin November 2017

The All Encompassing Prayer
The Values I Learned as a Child
As I have been navigating my way
through the program of Alcoholics Anonymous, with only a limited education, but a
desire to learn all I can about life as it unfolds, it occurs to me that most of the things
that the program teaches me are things I’ve
have been taught before. I learned the Ten
Commandments in church. In the Boy
Scouts, I learned that a scout is Trustworthy,
Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind,
Obedient, Cheerful, Brave, Clean, and, Reverent. In sports I learned of Team Work and
of Disappointment. In kindergarten, I
learned to play fair in the sand box, I also

I always knew the right thing to
do, but wasn’t always strong
enough to do it.

heard of the Golden Rule. These things
have been around long before me and even
before A.A; so where did I go wrong?
I, like most of us that come into the program, had a myriad of personal problems,
and at first, I believed that those life issues
including: Marital, Legal, Economic, Physical, etc. were the cause of my drinking the
way I did. At that time, I wasn’t sophisticated enough to understand the ins and outs of
these things. I’m not sure that anyone can
just drop what they have been conditioned
to do just because they quit drinking. There
has to be more to it than that.
If at first we are fortunate enough to
envision the wonderful life we can experience as the result of embracing this program
to the fullest extent, we will first want to
clear up the wreckage of the past. This we
can do by thoroughly going through the
steps in the spirit that they were intended
and being careful not to hold back anything.

As we approach the twelfth step, we are
introduced to the Saint Francis prayer in the
12X12.
Francis was not a saint when he wrote
this prayer but he expresses that these virtues were the answer to all of the misguided
thinking of the past. Note that not one of
his requests is for help with things that are
of a selfish or material nature. I myself am
not affiliated with any religious organization,
but I am not threatened by religious doctrines and I agree with the statement on pg.
87 BB. “Be quick to see where religious
people are right. Make use of what they
offer”. I am sometimes honored when a
newer member of the program asks for
some guidance and I will usually suggest
that he/she write out this prayer in long
hand, paste it on his/her mirror and read it
every day for a minimum of 30 days, and I
guarantee that it will influence your thinking
for the rest of your life. It did for me. I
don’t know of a more practical thing to set
the tone for a person’s interactions with
others.

- Rick R.
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MEETING CHANGES

New Location
Sizzler Group: Sun 9am moved to
Mimi’s Café, 1200 El Paseo De
Saratoga, San Jose

Please be responsible:
October 2018 Statistics
Daytime Phone Calls to Central Office.....208
Daytime 12-Step Calls...................................7
(Evening 12-Step call information is not available.)

The Central Office website

receives an average of
15,000 hits each month!

I AM RESPONSIBLE…
WHEN ANYONE, ANYWHERE,
REACHES OUT FOR HELP,

I WANT THE HAND OF AA
ALWAYS TO BE THERE.

AND FOR THAT:
I AM RESPONSIBLE.
To all the members and groups who support us,

WE THANK YOU!

If there are any changes
to your meeting,
location, format, or your
meeting is discontinued,
please contact Central
Office ASAP and update
your information. Don’t
send a newcomer to an
empty room!

Birthday Contributions

Birthday Celebrant

Years

Contributions

Birthday

Barbara W.

29

Anonymous

10/03/1989

Rose W.

42

Julie K.

10/31/1976

71 Years of Sobriety!
If you would like to participate or to honor a friend, please use the birthday forms at your meeting or at Central
Office. Birthdays are listed in recognition of contributions made to Central Office on a member’s behalf for a
sobriety milestone, either by themselves or for a friend, and will be listed in this section unless requested otherwise.

INTERGOUP MEETING MINUTES
October 3, 2018

• Robby W. Intergroup Chairperson, opened the meeting at 7:30 pm followed by a moment of silence and the Serenity Prayer. The definition of Intergroup (Roger) & Twelve
Traditions (Mary) was read.
• New Intergroup Reps: (New IG Rep meeting tonight by Alt Chair Francis - Thanks!)
 Michael - Gathered Together, Sunday, 8:00pm, San Jose
 Tom - A Vision for You, Saturday, 8:30am, San Jose
 Roger - Men’s Topic Discussion, Saturday, 10:00am, San Jose
 Mary - Freedom Fellowship, Los Altos
 Patricia - Free to Be Me, Tuesday, 7:30pm, San Jose
• Visitors – n/a
• Birthdays: Rich, 9/27, 11 years; Michael, 9/24, 17 years; Victor, 9/18, 7 years; Tamlyn,
9/16, 7 years; Pam, 9/30, 12 years
• Observation of 7th Tradition – $101.00 tonight
• Corrections or Additions to the Agenda – (none)
• Tonight's voting member count is 34.
Reports
Intergroup Chair - Robby W.
• Tonight will be our annual elections which will be run by Rose from our Nominating
Committee. At the election meeting (traditionally the October meeting) any member of
Alcoholics Anonymous may make additional nominations from the floor.
• The Intergroup Chair shall be selected first, followed by Alt. Intergroup Chair, then
Recording Secretary, the Alternate Secretary, and then the Central Service Committee
members. Each office shall be voted upon separately. In order that a nominee is declared elected, he/she must receive more than 50% of the votes cast. Should no one be
elected to the office on the first ballot, the name of the nominee receiving the least
number of votes will be removed and a second vote will be taken. This procedure will
be repeated until one nominee receives a simple majority of the votes cast.
• Newly elected officers shall assume their duties on the first day of the month following
elections.
• If you are a Committee member presenting your report tonight, please line up 3 deep,
and highlight your "Take Away".
Central Service Board
• The Board of Directors met September 27th. The Treasurer’s Report as of August 31,
2018 was as follows:
• Group Contributions for August 2018 were $9,637.08, up 7% over the same period last
year. Group contributions YTD were $131,460.83, up 16% over last year.
• Total Ordinary Income YTD was $185,169.25, up 11% over the same period last year.
• COGS YTD was $29,188.26 down -5% over the same period last year (continuing the
trend).
• Gross Profit YTD was $155,980.99, up 13% over the same period last year.
• Total Expenses YTD were $140,189.24, up 11% over the same period last year.

•
•
•
•

Total Other Income YTD was $1,010.73, up 56% over the same period last year.
Net Income YTD was $16,802.48, up 44% over the same period last year.
Our Prudent Reserve is fully funded (6 months operating expense) at $98,693.81.
The Board prepared to welcome our new members, who will be elected at the Intergroup
meeting October 3.

Central Office – Bruce K.
• Julie and I attended the 33rd annual Intergroup/Central Office/A.A.W.S./Grapevine
Seminar in Montreal from September 19th to the 23rd. This was one of the better ones so
I was glad Julie got to attend this one. We both came back fired up about our work on
your behalf and gained good information about our services in New York. We are all seeing a decline in literature sales, as is GSO. However, the Grapevine is operating in the
black, something it doesn't do very often. There's a lot to talk about - too much to cover
here - but if you have any questions I'll happily address them. You are also always welcome to call us or stop by the office to talk about these things. The coffee pot is always
on.
• Our new staff assistant, Kurt, got a baptism by fire in our absence, staffing the office by
himself for eight consecutive days. He did a great job; he was also very happy to see us on
our return.
• Thank you for your continued support of Central Office, both financially and in spirit. We
are so blessed here in Santa Clara County; not all offices are so fortunate. So, again, thank
you very much.
• And Central Office fairs well!
Website - n/a
Activities Committee - Carole
• The Sponsor Brunch is this Sat Oct 6th from 11:00am-2:00pm, speaker meeting is at
1:00pm, and the raffle is at 1:45pm.
• Please continue to make announcements at your meetings and sell your tickets, pick up
more if you need more!
• Special Request - We still need gift baskets for the raffle prizes - we have eight so far, we
could use 10 more! Examples: Halloween basket, spa basket, cooking basket, coffee basket, gift cards, iPads, arts and crafts - please support this event by donating a raffle prize!
• Sponsor Brunch pre-sale tickets - 300 tickets were picked up by IG reps and volunteers,
and Central Office received 100 to sell. There is a total of 400 presale tickets in the wild approximately $3000 if all these tickets sell. These tickets get you in a half hour before everyone else!
• Remember to pick up tickets, flyers, and make announcements at your meetings.
• We have 30 people signed up to volunteer.
• Those of you who are champions of service and fellowship, who have purchased tickets,
sold tickets, and are volunteering - I THANK YOU!
• I hope to see you all there - keep coming back!
Twelfth Step - Alex S.
• We are still looking for more volunteers. To make this service more accessible to mem-

bers, I offer my services to come meet member to orientate them. I can be contacted by
phone and time can be arranged. Six months of sobriety is required. Thank you and I hope
we can get some new volunteers.
Day Time Office - Joe (n/a)
Nights and Weekends Diverter Coordinator – Louie
• The Diverter Workshop will be held at its monthly scheduled time of the 3rd Saturday,
which this month is September 15th, at 10:00am, at the Intergroup Central Office. No
appointment is needed, just show up. Sobriety requirement for the Diverter is one year and
a working knowledge of the 12 Steps and 12 Traditions.
• Please encourage your groups to attend Service Workshops, regardless of their current service interests. It enhances their horizons and helps them understand all the things that Intergroup does for A.A. and the alcoholic that is still suffering.
Secretary Workshop – Kathy R.
• The Secretary Workshop is the first Saturday if the month at 10am at Central Office. The
purpose of the Workshop is to discuss the Secretary's role as the facilitator of the meeting,
making sure it starts and ends on time, choosing the chairperson. The secretary often greets
newcomers, discusses how to handle difficult situations as they come up, how to deal with
disruptive people, etc. We go over the Twelve Traditions, discuss how they are to the meeting what the Twelve Steps are to an individual. Without them there wouldn't be meetings.
• Please encourage new secretaries or those wishing to become secretaries to come to the
workshop the first Saturday of the month at 10:00am at Central Office.

Outreach Committee - Kevin
• The purpose of the committee is to serve as the ambassadors for Intergroup. We do this by
the following:
 Educating local AA groups about the purpose, activities and service opportunities of
Intergroup and Central Office.
 Encourage all AA groups to participate in Intergroup.
 Ensuring the accuracy of Santa Clara County AA Meeting Directory.
• We are still looking for volunteers to fill positions on the committee. Please have them call
me or come to the monthly meeting. I have flyers at the table please bring these to your
groups.
• We meet at 6:45 the first Wednesday of the month here before the Intergroup meeting. If
someone is interested but cannot come to the meeting I am willing to meet with them privately. My name and number are on the agenda. To sign up Call Kevin W.
• Take Away. Looking for volunteers who would like to attend different meetings.
Newsletter Committee – Toni
• The deadline for the November issue (topics: Step 11, Tradition 11, Spiritual Awareness) is
Oct. 17. Anyone interested should email coin@aasanjose.org.
Nominating Committee - Rose
• We are proud to announce the winners for the open positions for the October 2018 elections for Intergroup and Central Service Board:
 Intergroup Chair: Frances C.








Intergroup Alternate Chair: Jaye S.
Recording Secretary: Pam S.
Alternate Recording Secretary: Tamlyn R.
Central Service Board:
 Mary M.
 Rob W.
 Joey N.
2018 Nominating Committee Members:
 Kathy R., Chair
 Mary Pat P.
 Darcy S.
 Bob E.
Old/Ongoing Business (n/a)
New Business

North County General Service - Jacob S.
• District 04 has started its election's and if filling trusted servant’s positions. We have elected a new district committee member chair, alt. district committee chair, registrar, literature
chair, recording secretary, and our new position slack coordinator. We will be finishing up
with D.C.M's next month and all is well.
• Please send us your groups new trusted servant’s (G.S.R's) general service Representatives
so we can serve you better. The more G.S.R's we have, the more we can pass on our
groups conscience to our delegate.
South County General Service - Nicolas G. (n/a)
Hospitals & Institutions - Joe B.
• We are always looking for volunteers. They especially need help in Elmwood, Main, and
Spanish speaking members. Also, to go into jails, you cannot have felonies on your record,
no matter what/how long ago.
Bridging the Gap - Jane
• Bridging the Gap meetings are at 7pm the third Monday on Hamilton and Leigh. We need
volunteers and committee members. Next month’s meeting will be elections.
PI/CPC – Louisa
• PI/CPC is excited October is here. We are continuing our public information table at Bascom Library on the third Friday of each month. On October 13th, we will have a public
information table at Many Paths, One Destination which is an Annual all day free recovery
event. On October 16th, we are participating in San Jose’s Senior Wellness Fair for the first
time in its 26th year history. It is located just outside City Hall from 9:30 am to 1 pm and is
free to all seniors.
SCCYPAA – Emily
• SCCYPAA is preparing for ACYPAA summit next month and preparing our bid for the
conference in the spring. There will be a big Halloween party known as BAYWIDE, on
October 26th in San Rafael. Thank you and please contact me if you have any questions.

Sober and Free - n/a

OPEN FORUM
• Someone brought up that she wanted to have a meeting removed from our meeting guide.

•
•

This particular meeting is a women's step topic meeting, and apparently the meeting is not
reading A.A. approved literature. This sparked a nice discussion. Some comments:
 Maybe they should have an Intergroup Rep here to represent them.
 What books are they reading?
 Maybe someone should go check it out.
 It's a grey area, since "Each group should be autonomous except in matters affecting
other groups or A.A. as a whole."
 What does it matter what they read, they are trying to stay sober.
 They are allegedly sharing non-approved literature with other groups.
 A meeting can be any two people trying to stay sober.
 Most groups that are non-traditional do not survive without the Traditions.
 We are not A. A. police.
 Maybe we should all study some of Bill's writings regarding meetings.
The 11th Annual Los Gatos AA Groups Picnic on Sept 29 was great fun. $2600 was donated to Central Office! Thank you!
Don't miss the Sponsorship discussion event on November 11, 1:00-2:30 in Los Gatos.
There will be a roundtable of sharing, many topics, panel discussion, and speakers.

Do you enjoy reading The COIN?
Consider writing for us…
The pages of The COIN don’t fill themselves.
Lately, we’re finding it a challenge to fill the pages, and
we’d love to hear more about the experience, strength,
and hope of our local membership.
Email your contribution to coin@aasanjose.org today!

26th ANNUAL
SPIRITUAL PROGRESS GROUP RETREAT
DATE: DECEMBER 7TH, 8TH, AND 9TH, 2018
PLACE: ST. FRANCIS RETREAT CENTER
549 MISSION VINEYARD ROAD
SAN JUAN BAUTISTA, CALIFORNIA 95045
RETREAT REGISTRATION STARTS AT 4 PM FRIDAY AFTERNOON AND
INCLUDES:
•
LODGING
•
MEALS: Dinner Friday night through lunch on Sunday
•
KEYNOTE SPEAKER SATURDAY NIGHT
•
WORKSHOPS
•
MORNING MEDITATION
•
FELLOWSHIP, GAMES, ICE CREAM SOCIAL, CAROLING
You can complete full registration at www.SPGRetreatLG.com. If you chose to
register and pay online, please read the information regarding payment on the
Registration page carefully in order to avoid being charged an additional $7.50.
A limited number of partial scholarships will be available and awarded on a first
come, first serve basis to those who have not received one in the recent past.
Payment in full is required to reserve your place. No refunds are available.
(We may be able to help if the retreat is sold out and there is a waiting list)
All rooms have a bathroom. If no roommate choice is indicated, one will be
assigned to you.
St. Francis Retreat Center is a non-smoking facility. Smoking is permitted in
designated areas only.
Payment of $260.00 in full is required prior to retreat. No refunds are available. (We may be able to help if the
retreat is sold out and there is a waiting list)

All donations for scholarships are gratefully appreciated!
You may add your donation to your check at time of registration.

All rooms have a bathroom. If no roommate choice is indicated, one will be assigned to you.
St. Francis Retreat Center is a non-smoking facility. Smoking is permitted in designated areas only.
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